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Project Maggid 

Project Maggid (Storytellers) 

Project Maggid has been a part of JWV since its founding.  The first members of 
JWV got together in response to an article from Mark Twain that stated Jews did 
not serve in the Civil War.  They did serve, and they told their story to whomever 
would listen.  Thus began our long and rich history of telling our stories. 
 
Project Maggid is the newest incarnation of JWV’s Storyteller Program.  Our 
members go out into their communities and tell the story of the American Jewish 
Warrior.  In 2016, our members told hundreds of stories to their local 
synagogues, schools, community centers and local veteran’s organizations.  
JWV’s National Headquarters also can provide materials to local veterans about 
Jewish Military History. 
 
Our museum, the National Museum of American Jewish Military History, is 
located in Dupont Circle in Washington, D.C.  The Museum’s mission is to tell the 
story of the American Jewish Warrior as well as preserve the story of American 
Jewish Fighters.  The Museum is open to group tours, and hosts schools from 
around the nation in order to teach them about the history of our people.  Our 
Museum is full of materials for teachers and students to learn more about Jewish 
Military History.   
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MEET ONE OF OUR MAGGIDS 

Lt. Colonel Sheldon Goldberg 

enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard 

Reserve on October 24, 1955, but he 

quickly transferred to the U.S. Air 

Force after realizing his dream to of 

flying airplanes.  As a successful 

clarinetist,  he successfully gained a 

position in the U.S. Air Force Band. 

Following numerous stateside 

assignments, he got stationed 

overseas, where he was one of four 

pilots on the first authorized mission 

in Northern Vietnam.  At the end of 

his tour, he completed over 214 

combat missions.  For his actions, he 

was awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross as well as 17 Air Medals. 

Post career, Goldberg earned a 

Bachelor’s degree, two Master’s 

Degrees and a Ph.D. in History from 

the University of Maryland.  He 

volunteers as a docent at the 

Museum of American Jewish 

Military History and speaks at 

various organizations in the DC area. 

WHY SHOULD YOU HAVE A 

MAGGID COME AND SPEAK TO 

YOUR ORGANIZATION? 

There are many veterans coming 
home who feel like no one wants to 
hear about their story, but we know 
that it is good for veterans to talk 
about what happened "over there."  
This is not only for our veterans.  As 
Americans, we can bridge the 
military-civilian divide and make the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan a 
shared American experience.  In 
some ways, this can make our 
veterans feel less alone.  We owe it to 
our veterans to understand where 
they are coming from and to make 
them part of our community. 
Together, we can help them 
overcome their problems, and they 
can teach us about what it means to 
serve something greater than 
themselves. 

HOW CAN YOU GET A MAGGID 

TO COME SPEAK TO YOUR 

ORGANIZATION? 

If you wish to request a Maggid for 

your organization, please contact 

National Headquarters at 202-265-

6280  and ask for the Programs 

Department.  We will try to 

accommodate your organization’s 

needs the best we can, but our 

Maggidim’s experiences and 

knowledge are subject to location. 

 

WHAT ARE MAGGIDIM? 

Maggidim were Jewish 
storytellers that wandered from 
town to town, speaking and 
teaching in marketplaces or 
wherever people would 
congregate.  They delivered 
powerful and soulful stories that 
revitalized Judaism as we know it. 

The word Maggid means 
storyteller, and, here at JWV, our 
members have some great stories 
to tell.  We like to think of them 
as our own Maggidim, who are 
willing to inspire anyone willing 
to listen. 

WHAT ARE OUR MAGGIDIM’S 

EXPERIENCES? 

At JWV, we are very proud to say 
that we are the Veteran’s Service 
Organization with the longest 
legacy.  We have had members 
from the Civil War to members in 
today’s wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.   

Currently, we have living 
members from WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam, the Gulf War and the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Depending on your location, we 
are able to provide storytellers to 
your organization from each of 
these conflicts. 

In addition, we have Maggidim 
who know a lot about the history 
of Jews in the United States 
military, which goes all the way 
back to Asser Levy. 


